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SUBJ: NEW STRUCTURE FOR BRAZILIAN NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 

1. PRESIDENT GEISEL SUBMITTED BILL TO BRAZILIAN CONGRESS 
SEPTEMBER 17, 1974, PROPOSING TRANSFORMATION OF CURRENT 
BRAZILIAN NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL (CNPQ) INTO ANOTHER 
ORGANIZATION TO BE CALLED NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR SCIENTIFIC AND 
TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT. THE NEW ORGANIZATION, WHOSE 
STATUTE IS TO BE APPROVED BY PRESIDENTIAL DECREE WITHIN 90 
DAYS OF PASSAGE OF BILL. WILL OPERATE AS A FOUNDATION. SINCE 
MARCH 1974 CNPQ HAS RESPONDED TO SECRETARIAT OF PLANNING 
(FORMERLY MINISTRY OF PLANNING) OF PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC. 
PREVIOUSLY IT REPORTED DIRECTLY TO PRESIDENT OF REPUBLIC. 

2. MEMBERS OF SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY IN RIO ARE STILL UNCERTAIN 
AS TO ROLE AND STATUS OF NEW ORGANIZATION. THEY GENERALLY 
BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT IT WILL BE MORE FLEXIBLE THAN PREVIOUS 
AGENCY, BE ABLE TO PAY HIGHER SALARIES, ACT MORE IN AREA OF 
PLANNING, BUT WILL MAINTAIN PREVIOUS CNPQ'S MAIN FUNCTION OF 
FINANCING RESEARCH. 
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3. PRESIDENT GEISEL ALSO SIGNED DECREE ON SEPTEMBER 17, 
DESIGNATING NEW PRESIDENT FOR CNPQ. HE IS DR. JOSE DION 

DE MELLO TELLES, A GRADUATE IN COMPUTER SCIENCES FROM THE 
BRAZILIAN AERONAUTICS TECHNICAL INSTITUTE (ITA), FORMER 
PROFESSOR AT UNIVERSITY OF SAO PAULO, ASSISTANT TO FORMER 
MINISTER OF FINANCE DELFIM NETTO, AND FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE 
DATA PROCESSING CENTER (SERPRO) OF MINISTRY OF FINANCE. 

4. TEXT OF BILL AS WELL AS STATUTE OF NEW ORGANIZATION WILL 
BE PROVIDED WHEN AVAILABLE. 
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